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of the kind of deadlock to which the Laws of 1875 could easily
lead. A President Conservative in bias, with a firm sense of the
'balance of the Constitution' and of his own national responsi-
bility, found that he could not pursue a policy which was un-
acceptable to the country and the majority of the Chamber.
He was faced with either governmental deadlock or personal
resignation. After some experience of the former, in 1879 he
chose the latter. Never again did a President venture to use his
power of dissolution: and the Chamber secured, contrary to the
law, a guaranteed tenure of four years without general elec-
tions.1
In 1884, under the ministry of the Republican, Jules Ferry,
the electoral basis of the Senate was overhauled. The balance
between rural and urban power was changed by giving the
larger Communes much greater weight in the electoral colleges
than the small Communes. Representation was graded accord-
ing to the size of the municipal council, which itself was deter-
mined by size of population. At the same time, the system
of a quarter of the Senate being self-perpetuating was abol-
ished. Thus its Conservative character was modified, and it was
made more democratic and more broadly representative. But
the countryside still held a preponderance, through the system
of indirect election, and the Senate remained an obstacle to
many measures passed by the more radical Chamber. Exten-
sion of the vote to women suffered such obstruction quite
regularly. Remaining of equal legislative capacity to the
Chamber, the Senate was always a more important body than
1 On the system of second ballot, and the experiments with
single-member and multi-member constituencies see G. Hanotaux:
op. cit., Vol. Ill, pp. 433-49; A. £smein: £Uments de Droit Constitutional
Frangais et Compare (2 Vols. 1928), Vol. II, Chapter V; Joseph Barthe-
lemy: Le Gouvernement de la France (last edition 1939), Chapters III and
IV. There is an excellent short account of the whole working Con-
stitution of the Third Republic by L. Trotabas: Constitution et Gou-
vernement de la France (second edition, 1933).
On the important events of 1877 concerning Macmahon- —known
as the crisis of Seize Mai, see especially D. HaleVy: La Rfyuhlique des
Dues, Chapter VII.

